CHAPTER XIII
FROM WATERLOO TO THE BOER WAR, 1816-1898
I. THE ASMY DURING THE LONG PEACE, 1816-1853
THE British military machine which, organised and adminis-
tered by the ahle and conscientious tutelage of the Duke of
York and led to decisive victory by the calculating genius of
the Duke of Wellington, had throughout the long contest with
Napoleonic France done such yeoman service to its country and
to Europe was dissolved shortly after the conclusion of the
Treaty of Paris, but a shadow surviving.   In 1816 it was
drastically cut down to 225,000 men (35,000 forming the army
of occupation in France), and suffered successive thorough-
going reductions in the ensuing five years, till by 1821 it
touched rock-bottom at a figure of 100,000 of all ranks, of which
30,000 were distributed among the various Colonial garrisons,
20,000 in India and the remaining 50,000 at home.   This
handful of men was exiguous indeed for the needs of the times,
when Great Britain had not only to provide for the security of
an overseas empire vastly increased by her acquisitions during
the Great War, but also to contend with political ferment and
social disorder at home.  As a second line behind it there stood
nothing but an even smaller number (less than 60,000) of
yeomanry and volunteers, the militia having been abolished
soon after the peace.   The yeomanry were mainly responsible
during these perilous years for the maintenance of order
throughout the country, an invidious task from which they were
partially relieved only in 1829, on the formation of a civilian
police force. Nor was the smallness of the army's numbers made
good by its high state of efficiency.   The abolition of the Staff
Corps and the Waggon Train, two corps whose value had been
fully proved by the experience of the past, and was to be so
again in the near future, practically crippled it for campaigning
purposes.  The central administration was chaotic and cumber-
some to the last degree. .Responsibility was divided in 1815
between four principal and eight subordinate offices of govern-
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